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OPERATOR    INSTRUCTIONS 
 

SAFETY 

 
I. NEVER APPROACH CUTTER WHEEL WHEN THE ENGINE IS 

RUNNING!!!!   
II. WHEEL POSITION:  THE OPERATOR SHOULD NEVER BE ABLE 

TO SEE THE BOTTOM OF THE CUTTING WHEEL WHILE IN 
OPERATION, BECAUSE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF THROWING 
DEBRIS TOWARDS THE OPERATOR STATION.  WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE, KEEP THE CUTTER HEAD PARALLEL TO THE 
SURFACE.  

III. CUTTING SAFETY:  ALWAYS CUT A LITTLE HIGH TO EXPOSE 
HIDDEN FENCES, ROCKS, UTILITIES, ETC., THEN MOW TO 
FINISH HEIGHT.  REMEMBER DEBRIS IS DISCHARGED TO THE 
FRONT AND RIGHT OF THE CUTTING HEAD.  USE THIS TO 
YOUR ADVANTAGE WHEN WORKING IN CONGESTED AREAS.  
ALWAYS WORK AWAY FROM BUILDING, FENCES, HIGHWAYS, 
ETC. WHEN CUTTING DOWN TREES, ALWAYS UNDERCUT 
FIRST, THEN USE THE HEAD TO PLACE THE TREE WHERE 
DESIRED.  NEVER CUT TREES AT FULL EXTENSION OF THE 
BOOM.  USE COMMON SENSE!!! 

 
BASIC OPERATING PROCEDURE 

 
I. ENGAGING CUTTER:   SELECT FORWARD CUTTING HEAD 

DIRECTION, USING THREE POSITION TOGGLE SWITCH, 
(FORWARD, NEUTRAL, REVERSE), START CUTTER BY 
PRESSING FOOT SWITCH, (ONCE FOR ONE, ONE AGAIN FOR 
OFF). 

II. THE D&M MACHINE DIVISION, INC. "SLASHBUSTER"® IS A 
FINESSE MACHINE.  ALWAYS LET THE CUTTER HEAD DO THE 
WORK--NEVER FORCE THE CUTTING ACTION.  FOR BEST 
RESULTS, USE THE OUTER EDGE OF THE CUTTER WHEEL TO 
DO THE CUTTING.  THE BOTTOM TEETH ARE FOR MULCHING 
DEBRIS ALREADY ON THE GROUND.  ANGLE THE HEAD 
SLIGHTLY AND USE THE OUTER TEETH TO MULCH STANDING 
TREES.  RUN THE CUTTER HEAD UNIT TO THE CONTOUR OF 
THE GROUND.  THE HEAD TILTS TO ALLOW THIS ACTION.  
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KEEP THE THIRD BOOM UP AND NOT IN CONTACT WITH THE 
GROUND.  DO NOT FORCE THE HEAD SIDE WAYS OR 
DOWN……LET THE CUTTER DO THE WORK. 

III. WHEEL SPEED:  THE SPEED OF THE CUTTER WHEEL IS 
ADJUSTABLE ON SOME INSTALLATIONS VIA FLOW CONTROL 
VALVES.  THIS IS A DESIRABLE FEATURE WHEN WORKING IN 
TIGHT AREAS. 

IV. MATERIAL HANDLER:  THE USES OF THE MATERIAL HANDLER 
ARE MANY.  YOU CAN HANDLE WHAT YOU CUT TO BUILD A 
WORKING MAT TO LOWER GROUND PRESSURE.  YOU CAN 
BUILD ROAD WITH IT; CLEAN DITCHES WITH IT; RAKE WITH IT; 
LOAD AND UN-LOAD WITH IT; AND REMOVE STUMPS WITH IT, 
(ALWAYS DIG AROUND AND LOOSEN FIRST). 

 
TO PREVENT DAMAGE, ALWAYS PICK LOGS AND MATERIALS 
FROM CENTER AND USE EXTREME CAUTION WHEN SWINGING.  
KEEP SIDE TORSION TO A MINIMUM.  THIS UNIT IS NOT DESIGNED 
TO DIG IN ROCK. 
 
IF YOU MAINTAIN THE "SLASHBUSTER"® AND WORK IT WITH-IN 
IT'S LIMITS, IT WILL GIVE YOU YEARS OF RELIABLE SERVICE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


