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Safe Operation
Before Operation
1. Read the entire operator’s manual before attempting to start and 

operate the unit.
2. Locate and read all caution labels on the excavator.

Prepare to Operate
1. Review the work area:

 » Check for underground lines and cables.
 » Check for hidden holes, obstacles or drop-offs.
 » Check for steep slopes.

2. Dress safely.  Wear a safety helmet; non-skid shoes; and tight 
fi tting clothing.

3. Before starting the engine, fasten the seat belt and place all 
levers in the neutral position.

4. Know your equipment and its limitations.

Operate Safely
1. Never allow passengers on the “SLASHBUSTER”®. Keep 

bystanders away from the “SLASHBUSTER”® during operation.
2. Never operate the “SLASHBUSTER”® or any equipment while 

under the infl uence of alcohol or drugs, or while fatigued.
3. Never start the engine while standing on the ground.
4. For your safety, the excavator may be equipped with a seal 

belt and ROPS (roll over protective structure). Never modify 
structural member of the ROPS by welding, drilling, bending, 
grinding, or cutting; as this may weaken the structure. Replace, 
DO NOT REPAIR damaged components. Periodically check 
ROPS mounting bolts for proper torque. (See ROPS installation 
Instructions.)



5. To prevent tip over:
 » Keep “SLASHBUSTER”® low while traveling uphill.
 » Turn gradually, not quickly, while on slopes.
 » Do not drive excavator close to the edges of ditches or banks  

           as they may collapse under the weight.

High Pressure Fluids
Escaping hydraulic fl uid under pressure can have suffi cient 
force to penetrate skin, causing serious personal injury. Before 
disconnecting lines, be sure to relieve all pressure. Before applying 
pressure to the system, be sure that all connections are tight and 
that lines, pipes and hoses are not damaged. Fluid escaping from a 
very small hole can be almost invisible. Don’t use hands to search 
for suspected leaks; use a piece of cardboard or wood.

If injured by escaping fl uid, see a doctor at once. Serious infection or 
reaction may result if proper medical treatment is not administered 
immediately.

Safe Servicing
1. Before servicing the “SLASHBUSTER”® locate the 

“SLASHBUSTER”® on a fi rm level surface; lower the head to the 
ground; apply the swing lock; stop the engine and remove the key. 

2. Never get under the machine while it is jacked up by the blade or 
the boom and arm to avoid possible injury or death from machine 
falling. Always use safety blocks, safety supports, etc.

3. Lower hydraulic pressure by moving the control levers to all 
positions after stopping the engine; to avoid personal injury from 
escaping high pressure oil.

4. Service or check the excavator and “SLASHBUSTER”® after it has 
completely cooled off. Avoid touching the muffl er and radiator until 
they have cooled off.



5. When you drive connecting pins in or out; guard against injury 
from fl ying pieces of metal. Use eye and/or face protection.

6. Never attempt to get on or off the machine while it is operating.
7. Keep all safety covers, shields and guards in place at all times.

Using The Excavator As A Crane
The “SLASHBUSTER”® is specifi cally designed.  It has no safety 
devices for crane operation. If you use a “SLASHBUSTER”® for 
lifting, you must not exceed safe lifting capacity. Refer to the lift 
capacity charts in the specifi cations chapter of the excavator. Allow 
for the weight of the “SLASHBUSTER”®. 

Explosions
 » A battery, especially when charging, will give off hydrogen and 
oxygen gases, which are very explosive.  Keep away from sparks 
and open fl ames at all times.

 » To avoid sparks from an accidental short circuit, always 
disconnect the battery ground cable (-) fi rst and always reconnect 
the ground cable (-) last.


